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Hertfordshire Chorus 

Zoom Auditions 
Like every other choir and arts organisation we are currently not able to perform concerts or to 

rehearse in the same way that we did prior to Covid-19 restrictions.  We have, however, since 

September 2020 been rehearsing in smaller socially-distanced groups and also facilitated weekly 

online videos of our rehearsals, when government guidelines have allowed.  On other weeks we 

have had zoom rehearsals.   

 

In more normal times we would welcome potential singers to attend our rehearsals in advance of 

choosing to audition but at present you would need to PASS A ZOOM AUDITION before being able 

to attend a rehearsal.   

 

Don’t worry if you don’t want to audition in this way as you will be welcome to audition in person 

once we return to normal full choir rehearsals.  Just contact us then we will let you know when 

rehearsals start again as normal. 

 

Recruitment Team, Hertfordshire Chorus    membership@hertfordshirechorus.org.uk 

M u s i c a l  D i r e c t o r    D a v i d  T e m p l e  M B E  

H e r t f o r d s h i r e  C h o r u s  i s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  c h a r i t y  w w w . h e r t f o r d s h i r e c h or u s . o r g . u k  
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Hertfordshire Chorus  

Hertfordshire Chorus is one of the finest large choirs in the country, with some 120 members. We are proud 

to be able to offer a high standard of singing within a variety of music genres.  Rehearsals move at a quick 

pace. Chorus Musical Director, David Temple MBE is renowned for his talent, inspiration and enthusiasm. He 

is also well-known for his work with the Crouch End Festival Chorus.  

Hertfordshire Chorus is known for commissioning new music, high-quality yet passionate singing, tackling 

difficult, rarely performed music as well as much-loved and well-known pieces.  Do watch our video 

“Passionate about Singing”. 

David is one of the country’s leading choral conductors, regularly appearing as chorus master at the BBC 

Proms, preparing choirs for the world’s great conductors and orchestras.  Under his direction  rehearsals are 

fun, challenging and exhilarating. 

 

Who can audition? 

We are always  looking for good new singers to join us, so anyone can audition.  We are committed to growing 

in strength through diversity and inclusivity and we give a warm welcome to everyone who passes the 

audition. If you are interested get in touch with us: email membership@hertfordshirechorus.org.uk 

We are looking for strong pleasant voices, the ability to sing in tune, and a range of about two octaves. Sight 

reading is not part of the audition procedure.  If you pass the audition, you will need to learn how to read 

music, if you are not already a confident music reader.  

 

How the audition works 

Before your audition 

Choose your unaccompanied piece, which you can download from our Audition page on our website.  

There are three pieces to choose from: 

Once in Royal David’s City (carol) 

Jerusalem (hymn) 

The Ash Grove (folk song) 

 

Practice your piece until you are able to sing it confidently and without stopping. 

Install Zoom.  You will need to install Zoom before your audition.  We recommend you do it at least a day in 

advance in case you have any issues. 

Check your microphone and audio.  Whichever device you decide to use you will need to make sure that your 

microphone and audio is working so that you can hear David and he can hear you.  This is your chance to 

showcase yourself so you should warm up your voice as well as you can immediately prior to the audition.  

Breathing exercises and rising and falling vocal exercises will help. 

mailto:membership@hertfordshirechorus.org.uk
https://www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk/auditions/
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Location.  Find a quiet location for your audition.  The place you choose should be quiet and free from 

external noise or distractions. 

The audition format is as follows:  

The audition will be on Zoom with David Temple our Musical Director and a member of our recruitment 

team.  You will be asked to sing one or two verses, unaccompanied of the piece you have prepared in advance 

(choice from three above). 

David will also check your vocal range and listening skills by asking you to sing a few scales and repeat some 

short musical phrases. In a short informal chat, David will ask you about your vocal experience and you’ll 

have the opportunity to ask any questions you have about the choir. You will be notified by email of the 

results of your audition. Due to the restrictions of Zoom auditions, no-one will fail.  You will either pass  or 

you will be offered the opportunity to do a ‘live’ audition once everything is back to normal.  

 

How rehearsals work and other information 

We are a very friendly choir and once you have passed your Zoom audition you will be eligible to join in our 

in-person rehearsals and other choir events and communication - we want you to become fully involved.  For 

those who pass the Zoom audition, you will be a probationary member until David is able to confirm your 

substantive membership (following three months attendance at in-person rehearsals). We have Section 

representatives for each voice part and an eGroup for communication with the whole choir. 

See our website for more information about the choir including our video “Passionate about Singing” to see 

what our choir members think about singing with Hertfordshire Chorus, and to hear from David. 

If you want to know what we sound like, then search out Hertfordshire Chorus on You Tube and Sound Cloud. 

 

Music 

Our Music Librarian sources the scores that we use, and these can either be purchased or hired prior to 

starting rehearsals for each concert. 

Learning material 

Rehearsals move at a fast pace and everyone is expected to work on the music at home as necessary.  With 

the availability of You Tube etc. there is always access to the pieces that we are singing.  For the more unusual 

or new compositions then someone will often provide links to excellent learning material.   

We are blessed with choir members who speak several languages including some native speakers - so we 

receive pronunciation coaching when singing in other languages.  

Planned Concert Schedule 
 
During this time of uncertainty our Zoom rehearsals with David Temple and our accompanist Rufus Frowde 
are used to prepare music that we will sing when we are able to present concerts once again.   
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Donations not subscriptions 

Currently we are funding the costs of running Hertfordshire Chorus through the payment of member 

donations.   

For each of three terms:  

September to December 2020  

January to April 2021 and  

May to July 2021  

We are asking for donations to cover the costs of our professionals, administrative costs and hire of rehearsal 

venue. These donations are entirely voluntary and not compulsory. If your circumstances mean that you are 

unable to pay at the moment this will not affect your membership of the chorus.  The recommended 

donation is calculated at the beginning of each term by our Finance Director and  is currently £60 per term. 

For new members until we get back to normal rehearsals the recommended donation will be around £10 

per month.   

 

 

In normal circumstances all choir members pay Subs as follows: 

All members pay a yearly subscription to be part of the choir.  The subscriptions for the 2019 / 2020 season 

were as follows: 

Full  £246 Student  £60 

Concession £216 Student   £30 

  (1st year with us)    

Subs can be paid in a variety of ways including 6 instalments from October to March. 

The Concessionary Rate is available to those who have already reached the qualifying age to receive the State 

Pension or are unemployed.   Joining part way through the year means you pay on a pro-rata basis. This 

equates to £5 per week – great value! 
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So what was life like for members of Hertfordshire Chorus prior to the Covid-19 pandemic? 
 
Do take a look at our website for more about being a member of Hertfordshire Chorus including:   Our 

previous concerts.  In addition to regular rehearsals and the choir’s own concerts the choir gets involved in 

other opportunities to sing.   

External Engagements 

We are often engaged to sing on recordings and events for other organisations or individuals.  See the “hire 

us” section of the website for more information.  Some of these opportunities are only available to a smaller 

group of singers who are chosen by our Musical Director. Other opportunities are suitable for a larger 

number of singers or the whole choir. 

A group of Hertfordshire Chorus members and our Musical Director David Temple recently travelled to 

Poland and provided the choir for the finale concert of the Wratislavia Cantans Festival in Wroclaw.  The 

review described us as “outstanding”. 

Weddings and other functions 

We get the opportunity to sing at weddings and other functions.  There are usually around 20 singers; a 

balanced SATB choir.  This is a great opportunity to sing in a small choir and to get to know other Chorus 

members, plus you will be helping to make the music a special part of the occasion. 

Trips and tours 

We occasionally sing at the Sage Gateshead and this mini-tour is a good opportunity to get to know other 

Choir members a bit better.  With a long weekend there is more time to be able to include sightseeing and 

socializing along with sufficient time for rehearsal and performance.  The Sage is an iconic concert venue.   

Latest Highlights  

We are proud of our many commissions of new choral music. Hertfordshire Chorus commissioned Mass in 

Blue by Will Todd and first performed it in 2003.  It is very popular and is still regularly performed.  In 2017 

we performed James McCarthy’s Codebreaker and Will Todd’s Ode to a Nightingale at a concert to launch 

the CD of both works on the Signum label, recorded with the BBC Concert Orchestra and soprano Julia Doyle.    

The Chorus appeared at the Barbican in the EFG London Jazz Festival performing another of our commissions, 
Rio Amazonas by Roland Perrin.  

A recent concert was used to launch of a recording of music by Michael Hurd: Choral Music (Volume 2) and 
complete solo songs on the Lyrita label, which includes several cantatas performed by the choir.  

Our latest commission One Giant Leap by James McCarthy about the Apollo 11 Moon Landing 50 years ago 
received a standing ovation at its premier at the Queen Elizabeth Hall at London’s Southbank. 

We are often asked to perform in external engagements such as a recording in Coventry Cathedral of War 
Horse; the Story in Concert, which was broadcast by the BBC and also The Hatfield House Chamber Music 
Festival.  

We sing in some of the top venues in the UK with appearances in the Royal Albert Hall, the Royal Festival 
Hall, the Barbican Hall, the Queen Elizabeth Hall, St John’s Smith Square, Saffron Hall and Sage Gateshead, 
as well as concerts in and around Hertfordshire, including St Albans Cathedral.  

https://www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk/previous-concerts/
https://www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk/previous-concerts/

